
DRMA  Rising 6th and 7th Grade Reading Assignment 
“AMONG THE HIDDEN”  by Margaret Haddix 

 

Use complete sentences to answer the questions.  You can type the answers on this page and print 
it out or you can record your answers in a spiral notebook, composition book or folder.  Turn in your 
responses the first week of school.   

 

1) What are some of the ways in which having more than two children would be a burden in this 
society?  

2) Why do some families decide to have illegal shadow children in spite of this added strain?  

3) How do you think the benefits of having another child outweigh the sacrifices that must be made? 
 

4) Luke often feels hurt by the way his father treats him, especially when he is making his decision to 
leave the family farm. Do you think Mr. Garner means to be cruel? Why or Why not? 

5) Jen's father, Mr. Talbot, can also seem cruel to the casual observer. Is this image justified?  

6) How are the fathers’ reactions to the children different from the reactions of the mothers? 
 

7) How does the government enforce its rules and regulations?  

8) Do you think their plan for dealing with the waning food supply is a good one?  

9) Can you think of a better plan?  Explain.   
 

10) Luke is a devoted friend to Jen even after her death. Do you think his concept of friendship as 
well as his devotion to Jen would have been different if he hadn't been in hiding all his life? Explain. 
 

Activities   -   CHOOSE ONE: 
 

o Research and write a short report on population in the US: How has it changed over 
the last 100 years?  How does it affect our society?  How does the Government 
address this issue? 
 

o How do we deal with hunger and famine in our modern world? Research the policies 
of 3 different countries for dealing with hunger.   In your own words, write a 
paragraph on each country to explain.   
 

o Luke's family lives on a farm, and he is very interested in gardening and hydroponics, 
the growing of plants in a nutrient-rich water rather than soil. Learn more about this 
form of farming and its benefits and/or drawbacks.  Write a short report on your 
findings.   



 


